Tradition of Turning the Class Ring and the Tassel 

Graduation is defined as the award or acceptance of an academic degree or diploma, but it is so much more than that. It is the turning of a page in our own lives and responsibilities. That metamorphosis of student to graduate is represented by the turning of the ring and tassel. While we are in school, our rings face in to show where we are. After graduating, our class rings face out to show where we’re from. Everyone turns the ring in the same direction, which symbolizes everyone coming into a new world and a new life together. In addition to turning our rings, we also turn our tassels. The tassel, today worn on the left, signifies the students relying on the support, love and admiration of our parents, friends, and teachers. The tassel is turned to the right to symbolize freedom and responsibilities of our own. Now, will the class of two-thousand eighteen please rise, and everyone join me now as we turn our class rings to face out (pause) and move our tassels from left to right.

